Sociology 
Immigration Debate
Mrs. Madison

Instructions

Background

“Each year millions of people cross the U.S. borders illegally in search of the American dream -- a land of freedom and opportunity that can provide them and their families with a quality of life they cannot enjoy in their home countries. 

Americans have become increasingly concerned with illegal immigration, citing the rising cost of illegal immigrants and the strain they place on public services such as the education, legal, and emergency medical systems in the U.S. 

With some 12 million illegal immigrants currently residing in the U.S. and working in jobs that most Americans will not do, illegal immigrants feel they are a crucial part of the economic prosperity enjoyed by U.S. citizens. 

With many varying opinions about illegal immigrants, people on all sides of the issue are calling for immigration reform. Everyday citizens, business leaders, and immigrants, legal and illegal, are making their views known to lawmakers in an attempt to spur immigration reform that will fairly address the problem of illegal immigration and provide a solution that is beneficial to all people residing and working in the U.S today.” 

Task
1. Students will be divided into four research and debate teams. 

2. Each team will research and debate one of the following statements: 

a. Illegal immigrants are important and helpful to the U.S. 

b. Illegal immigrants are impacting the U.S. in a negative way. 

3. Groups will use the Debate Notes Organizer (or a format of their choosing) to organize their argument and cite sources defending their arguments. 

a. Groups must record a minimum of four separate and distinct arguments in support of their position 

b. Each of the three reasons a group claims must be supported by a minimum of two facts that are cited from a reliable news source. 

c. Groups will turn in a written summary of their arguments prior to the debate

d. Students will have two class periods to work with their groups 

4. Each group member will be asked to turn in an evaluation of the other members of their group at the conclusion of the project. Group members will be asked to list the contributions of the other members of their group. To make this process easy, it is suggested that groups keep track of who did what while they are working on the debate.

5. After groups have completed their research, they will debate their arguments in front of the class. 
Suggested Resources:
· USCIS Home Page
· Immigration Myths and Facts
· FAIR Immigration Issues
· Immigration Pro Con
· The White House's Immigration Resources and Policies
· Council on Foreign Relations Immigration Debate
Assessment 
· Groups will be graded according to the rubric below (25 points)

· Additionally, each group member will receive a grade based on their participation as evaluated by their group members and Mrs. Madison (15 points)

Group Rubric:

5 (25 points)
· Group presents a respectful and appropriate appearance 

· Group demonstrates an excellent understanding of the subject matter 

· Group responds exceptionally well to opposing arguments 

· Group demonstrates mastery of speech components: volume, pacing, eye contact, posture, tone 

· Group adheres to time guidelines and is excellently prepared 

4 (20 points)
· Group presents a respectful and appropriate appearance 

· Group demonstrates an above average understanding of the subject matter 

· Group responds very well to opposing arguments 

· Group demonstrates above average understanding of speech components: volume, pacing, eye contact, posture, tone 

· Group adheres to time guidelines and is well prepared 

 3 (15 points)
· Group presents a respectful appearance 

· Group demonstrates an average understanding of the subject matter 

· Group responds adequately to opposing arguments 

· Group demonstrates average understanding of speech components though may demonstrate a marked weakness in one or more areas 

· Group may adhere to time guidelines and is adequately prepared 

2 (10 points)
· Group may not present an appropriate appearance 

· Group demonstrates a below average understanding of the subject matter 

· Group may struggle in responding to opposing arguments 

· Group does not demonstrate understanding of speech components with weaknesses in several areas 

· Presentation indicates that time and preparation are minimal 

1 (5 points)
· Appearance is not adequate Group demonstrates little to no understanding of the subject matter Group responds ineffectively to opposing arguments Group generally has poor speaking skills with little attention to components 

· Preparation is not apparent 

Debate Notes Organizer 
My argument is that:  
 
 
 


Evidence that supports my argument:  
 
  


 
 

Evidence against my argument:  
 
  


 
 
Rebuttal to evidence against my argument:  

